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Yield Gap in Banana Production 

Matooke Plantain

30 t/ha/year 

7.8 t/ha/year 

70 t/ha/year 

35.5 t/ha/year 

Current Potential

Ranges 

from 5 to 

30t/ha/year 

Source: Rony Swenen, Banana Breeder at IITA 
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Banana: Diseases & Pests 

Black Sigatoka Fusarium wilt Nematode Weevil 

Bacterial wilt Banana bunchy top Banana streak virus 
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we need better and more 

efficient ways for crop 

improvement 

 

With increasing demand for 

closing yield gaps... 

one option is through 

Biotechnology 

Banana Improvement 
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ÅBXW caused by Xanthomonas campestris pv. musacearum. 

  

Tripathi et al. 2009, Plant Disease 

Banana Xanthomonas Wilt (BXW) 

Wasukira et al. 2012, Genes 



A member of CGIAR consortium www.iita.org 

Tripathi et al. 2009, Plant Disease 

Symptoms of BXW Disease 


