
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                           

Faculty Bios 

Kristof D'hanens is a communication trainer at I Like Media, a 
collective of freelance trainers with a passion for digital 
communication. He studied Germanic Languages and Multilingual 
Business Communication at Ghent University and helps small 
organisations, social profits and local governments in Flanders to 
communicate online in a more efficient way. He also teaches web 
writing, social media and crossmedia storytelling at the Department 
of Communication Sciences at Ghent University. 
kristof.dhanens@gmail.com 

  
  
Kim Verhaeghe is an editor at the Flemish popular-scientific 
magazine Eos Wetenschap (Eos Science). He has a broad interest in 
everything from the mysterious lives of soil organisms to robots that 
serve good coffee (and beyond). At Eos Wetenschap, he also 
coaches scientists who want to communicate about their research. 
And he creates the podcast ‘Vraag Het Aan', in which he has a 
scientist answer one central question. kimverhaeghe@yahoo.com 
  
 

 
 

 Prof Dr Laura Cortada is a Senior Scientific Officer at VIB-IPBO and a 
Visiting Professor at Ghent University for the International MSc in 
Nematology. She has extensive experience working in Africa, where 
she worked with the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture 
(2016-2020), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (2012-
2016) and Koppert Biological Systems Ltd (2011-2012). Her current 
work involves conceptualising, developing, and implementing 
R4D  activities, building effective partnerships and global networks to 
advance science and education in Africa and elsewhere. She is 
passionate about active learning and teamwork. As a woman 
researcher and professor, she is committed to building more gender-
inclusive and diverse research and academic institutions for all of us 
now and future generations. l.cortada.gonzalez@gmail.com 
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Greg Jaffe is the associate  director  of  legal affairs at the Cornell 
Alliance for Science. He is also a director of the Project on 
Biotechnology for the Center for Science in the Public Interest 
(CSPI), a nonprofit consumer organization located in the US. He is a 
recognized international expert on agricultural biotechnology and 
biosafety and has published numerous articles and reports on 
those topics. Greg has worked on biosafety regulatory issues in the 
US and throughout the world including Kenya, Uganda,  Tanzania,  
Ghana,  Nigeria  Malawi,  South  Africa,  Indonesia,  the  
Philippines,  and Vietnam. gj226@cornell.edu 
 

 
Pablo Orosco is the Alliance for Science’s Global Policy Lead and a 
member of the training team. He currently consults for the 
Guatemalan government and private firms, and encourages the 
entities to engage in social enterprise activities. Pablo’s passion is 
addressing social and environmental needs through scientific, 
technological, and market innovations, and progressive legal 
solutions. He has a bachelor’s degree in judicial and social 
sciences, is an attorney at law and notary public in Guatemala, and 
was awarded the degree of Master of Laws in international law 
with distinction from the University of Bristol, England. 
pio5@cornell.edu 

 

Modesta Nnedinso Abugu is a graduate student in Horticultural 
Sciences Department, University of Florida. Before moving to 
Florida, Modesta was the Programme Assistant for the Open Forum 
on Agricultural Biotechnology (OFAB), Nigeria Chapter, where she 
engaged policymakers, the media, scientists and other stakeholders 
on the potential of agricultural biotechnology in promoting food 
security. She was also part of the inaugural cohort of Alliance for 
Science Global Leadership Fellows program at Cornell University in 
2015.  She now helps to train other cohorts on grassroots organizing 
and strategic communications. nnedi02@gmail.com 
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Chris Knight is a multi-media specialist with the Cornell Alliance 
for Science. He is also an international cinematographer and 
video producer with a strong background in agriculture. He is 
also an education technology deployment specialist, audio-visual 
event services technician, photographer and sound recordist. 
Chris earned his Bachelor of Science degree in radio and 
television from Ithaca College. ck536@cornell.edu 

 

 

 

Anna Garber Hammond serves as an event coordinator for 
Cornell University's Department of Global Development College 
in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS), working 
across its several projects. She joined the CALS team seven years 
ago when she moved to the United States from Ukraine, her 
home country. Back in Ukraine, Anna had broad experience 
working both in the education and business fields. She earned 
her master’s degree in psychology and linguistics from Donetsk 
National University, Ukraine. Anna enjoys her meaningful work 
in the area of international agriculture and loves her active 
lifestyle in Ithaca, NY. ag556@cornell.edu 

 

 Patricia Nanteza serves as the Associate Director of Training 
with the Cornell Alliance of Science which is hosted by IITA in 
Africa. Before taking on the role of director of training, Patricia 
briefly worked as the science writer with IITA and earlier as a 
communication specialist with Uganda’s National Banana 
Research Program. Patricia is also the founder of Science Stories 
Africa, a storytelling platform takes science closer to the masses. 
She holds an MSc in Science Communication and Public 
Engagement (University of Edinburgh), Patricia delights in 
empowering scientists with the skills, knowledge and platforms 
to communicate their research in ways that move others to 
action such as enacting pro-science policies, adoption of 
improved agricultural technologies and consumption of the 
products of these technologies. pn254@cornell.edu 
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